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Meeting for Worship 10:00–11:00
First Day School 10:15–11:00 (currently suspended)
Linda Jacobs Snyder, Clerk
Ed Snyder, Newsletter Editor

This month at YFM

Around the Quarter/PYM

First Day Worship
We are meeting inside, with masks, windows open
and social distancing (and a zoom link). Please
check the google group emails Saturday afternoon
or Sunday morning for the zoom link. Worship is
back to one full hour, 10 -11. No in-person worship on
November 21; see below.

Quakerphernalia, the Bucks Quarter newsletter, is
being sent almost entirely electronically. If you are
not on the list, or if you have articles or
announcements for Quakerphernalia, please contact
Wendy Kane, the coordinator, at
quakersbucks@gmail.com.

Quarterly Meeting November 21
Hosted by Yardley. 100% zoom via the Quarter’s
link; no in-person worship. Worship is from 1112. See more details later in this newsletter
Regular activities
Women’s group Wednesdays at 2:30 PM (zoom)
Committee Meetings on the first First Day,
following Meeting for Worship (in-person and/or
zoom at clerk’s discretion)
Business Meeting on the second First Day,
following Meeting for Worship.
Most activities are announced on the google group.
If you are getting this newsletter by hard copy or
otherwise are not on the google group, please email
ed@mrpplansinc.com and ask to be added.

From the newsletter… Friends Home and
Village is sponsoring a Growth & Change in
Later Life Series - Finding Joy and Hope While
Dealing with Life’s Struggles: in the second part of
our three part series, Lynne Feldman, a
licensed social worker and trainer for the Keystone
Crisis Intervention Team will lead a discussion
about coping skills and how we can find hope and
joy even after loss. Join us at the FHV Styer
Campus on Sunday, November 7th at 3 pm. FHV
is also sponsoring FREE Technology Classes,
intended for adults 60 and over. Attend lectures on
Mondays. Practice skills in hands-on workshops on
Thursdays. More info at
https://www.quakersbucks.org/newsletters
Check out the quarter website:
https://www.quakersbucks.org/
for other news and events.

Do you have an article or item for the newsletter? The cut-off is the 25th of each month (or a few days
later!). Please send to the email address below.
ed@mrpplansinc.com
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CLERK'S CORNER

By Linda Jacobs Snyder
Hosting Quarterly Meeting

In a discussion a while back someone commented on our lack of interaction with Philadelphia Yearly Meeting
and Bucks Quarter. Every meeting and every individual has their own interest level in the greater community.
We are our own community but enfolded in the two bigger communities. They can help us gain more insight
and ideas and be stronger. During the time of Covid many things have been on Zoom making it easy to make
contact while staying in your own house. A look at their websites will open this wider world.
Every few years each Meeting gets the opportunity to host Quarterly Meeting. As the word implies Quarterly
Meeting is held 4 times a year. November is our turn. For a while it looked like we might be the first since the
start of the pandemic able to host in person. Past years have been exciting when we open our doors to the
Quarter for a day. Friends love our open fire, beautiful setting and the hearty lunch we provide. This year
showing off our new renovations would have been nice. Not so. Covid is still a threat. We will host via Zoom.
The main thing we are doing is providing a speaker for a program to start the day. I often hear people asking
“How do we reach out to disadvantaged communities of color. Is there something we can do to actually help?”
When I heard from Pamela Boyce Simms something clicked. The Plant Medicine Project does just that. Pamela
Boyce Simms will give a talk about partnering with the African Diaspora Earthcare Coalition to directly impact
distressed communities of color. She will introduce us to a network of Friends including Chester and Harrisburg
Meeting who are cultivating medicinal herbs on meetinghouse grounds. She will explain how we can make an
impact helping people to take care of their own health through herbs and education for using them.
Among many hats Pamela convenes the Mid-Atlantic Transition Hub (MATH), a six-state network of
environmental activists. She assists environmental initiatives. She seeks to cultivate a sense of interconnectedness
that can see communities through the climactic, social, and economic challenges ahead. Pamela holds a BSFS,
from Georgetown University's Edmund Walsh School of Foreign Service, a Matrise de Lettres (MA) de
L’Université de Dakar, Senegal, West Africa, is a Certified NLP Master Practitioner, Karma Kagyu Meditation
Instructor, and Transition Trainer for Transition US.
We always get a good turnout at the Meetinghouse when we host Quarterly Meeting. Hopefully Pamela’s talk
will inspire us in ways we can help or do other work to make a difference. Hearing different voices from other
Meetings can be inspiring also. I hope all of you will Zoom in as part of Yardley Meeeting. Who knows the ways
this day may have an impact on you and our community.
Editor’s note – more info on November’s Quarterly Meeting, from the Quarter’s newsletter is on the next page. Please note the
special zoom link.
Inspiration for the month
Let’s try something a little different this month. I wear several hats, one of them being the Clerk of the
Outreach Committee. Our committee’s job is to, well, reach out to let others know about us. (There is also a
Quarter Outreach Committee doing the same thing on a quarter-wide scale.) Despite our efforts, we seem to
only get a slow trickle of newcomers who come to us not because of our outreach but because of something
internal that moves them to visit. There was a recent article in the Wall Street Journal that said a survey
showed that half of young people ages 13 to 25 felt that religious institutions don’t care as much about issues
that matter deeply to them, and the biggest disconnect involves LGBT rights. At the same time, 78%
considered themselves spiritual. It seems to me, as we like to say…they are Quakers but don’t know it!
So…how do we get the word out? Please share your ideas, either directly to me at ed@mrpplansinc.com, or
at our next business meeting on November 14, when Outreach will report.
Thanks!
Ed Snyder
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VIRTUAL Quarterly Meeting for Worship, Fellowship & Business
Under the Care of Yardley Friends Meeting
Sunday, November 21, 2021 • 9:45 AM – 3:30 PM
Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87623919957?pwd=M25Qd0NhRnBIeDNHQXJZdExUc25vdz09
Meeting ID: 876 2391 9957
Passcode: 392170
9:45–10:00 am Coffee & Conversation
10:00–11:00 am Making a Direct Impact on Distressed Communities of Color: Pamela Boyce Simms will
give a talk about partnering with the African Diaspora Earthcare Coalition, an organization that works to raise
public awareness within the African Diaspora to encourage people of African descent to work toward food
sovereignty and access to water as climate change accelerates. She will explain how we can make an impact
enhancing self-care sovereignty via medicinal herb cultivation on meetinghouse grounds. Pamela is a Leadership
Coach and Consultant who assists environmental initiatives, organizations and businesses in a variety of
capacities, including group dynamics, change and stress management, and governance challenges.
11:00–12:00 pm Meeting for Worship
12:00–12:45 pm Lunch break - with optional breakout rooms
12:45–3:30 pm Meeting for Worship with Attention to Business
Annual Reports from Newtown and Plumstead Meetings
Regular Quarterly Reports from the Treasurer and Coordinator
Annual Reports from Bucks Quarter Peace Fair Committee and Friends Home & Village
Update from the BQ Outreach Committee
Labyrinth update
Many hands make light
work…and that was never more
true than Sunday October 24,
when many Friends showed up
to take the next step, spreading
sand over the area. A big job
was finished in a half hour! Next
step is laying the stones…we’ll
be asking for help again.
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Editor’s note – I mistakenly re-published Query 8 instead of Query 10 last month, and am including that below (coincidentally
apropos to my comments about Outreach earlier) as well as this month’s query.
Query 10. Witnessing in the World: Ministry of Outreach
How does our meeting communicate Friends’ presence and principles to the wider community?
How does our meeting join with other faith communities in worship, in spiritual dialogue and in social action?
What are we doing to invite persons to attend our meetings for worship, to welcome them when they come, to
listen sensitively to their needs and hesitations and to encourage their continued attendance?
How do I share my spiritual life and experience with others?
Does my life as a Friend attract others to our religious society?
What opportunities have I taken to worship with people from other religious and cultural backgrounds and work with them on
common concerns?
Query 11. Witnessing in the World: Education
What does our meeting do to support and improve public education?
What help do we provide for the children and adults in our meeting to pursue their educational goals?
What is our meeting’s role in support for Friends’ education? If our meeting is connected to a Friends school or
schools, does this relationship nurture spiritual life and the manifestation of Friends principles?
Do we enable children in our meeting to attend a Friends school? Does our meeting work with the family to
consider all available means of support?
How do I show my concern for the improvement of public education in my community?
Do I demonstrate my encouragement and support for Friends education through awareness and service?
New floors!
Another major project completed; if you haven’t been to
the meetinghouse to see the new floors, please join us to
enjoy them. They are beautiful!
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