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Meeting for Worship 10:00-11:00
First Day School 10:15-11:00

Linda Jacobs, Clerk
Ed Snyder, Newsletter Editor

This month at YEM Around the Quarter
May 7 o . May 21, 9:30 - 3 PM
Meeting about Spring Fling, following Quarterly Meeting at Makefield
Meeting for Worship.

Looking Ahead

May 14
Mothers' Day - no Meeting for Business uly 20 7pm
(no MFB in May) Bucks Quarter Goes to the Ball Game - Trenton Thunder vs

New Hampshire Fisher Cats
May 20 (Saturday)

Spring Fling! Book sale, plant giveaway, See this month's Quakerphenalia for details and all events and activities!
car wash and ice cream.

Looking ahead MIDWEEK WORSHIP SCHEDULE
June 4 Tuesdays at Southampton 7:30 PM
First Day School Picnic...for everyonel! Wednesdays at Lehigh Valley 5:00 PM
Details to follow. Wednesdays at Makefield 7:00 AM

Thursdays at Middletown 7:00 PM

Your Francis and Betty Irwin calendar
inspiration for the month

Children are the living messages we send to
a time we will not see.

Neil Postman

»
i
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Interesting perspective of the dam by Betsy C. (And thanks to
Betsy for the first two pictures on the header.)
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CLERK'S CORNER By Linda S. Jacobs
Social Justice/Politics

Over the years our Meeting has had differences of opinion over talking politics in Meeting. Yet, our political
views and how they mesh with Quaker testimonies is a key reason many of us were drawn to Quakerism. This is
true throughout history. Is there a difference between social justice and politics? How do we bring it up and
work for a better world?

Social justice is the fair and just relationship between individuals and society. Social justice is ensuring all people
get their due from society. Breaking barriers for social mobility, creating safety nets and economic justice are
some areas of social justice.

The term Politics originated with the Greeks and means “affairs of the cities." Politics is the process of making
decisions which apply to all members of a group. Itis the organized control over a human community. Politics
is the study and practice of the distribution of power and resources within a given community. It is also the
interrelationships between communities.

These definitions make it clear that politics has a great deal of control over social justice. The Quaker belief that
a spark of the Divine dwells in each person motivates us to work for social justice. In the Quaker approach we
help people while avoiding taking sides. Throughout history Quakers have provided support and help wherever
it is needed.

Going back to the start of this country William Penn was one of the original politicians. With the guidance of
William Penn, Quaker principals had a great deal to do with the beginning of Pennsylvania and the founding of
the United States. He was governor of Pennsylvania for several years. Quakers were key members of the
Pennsylvania legislature in the early days.

Skipping ahead to an 18th century Quaker, John Woolman devoted his life to social justice. He stated
“Oppression in the extreme appears terrible, but oppression in more refined appearances remains oppression,
and where the smallest degree of it is cherished it grows stronger and more extensive.” It’s easy to ignore things
that don’t stand out as much or within people we don’t have grouped as the most oppressed. Yet there are so
many people who suffer social injustice. Refined appearance allows injustice to grow and remains a problem.
Quakers have always been involved in political processes, sometimes as politicians, and more often as citizens.
Some Friends agencies in the United States and Europe are QUNO at the UN, QCEA (Quaker Council for
European Affairs), the Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL), American Friends Service
Committee (AFSC) and Right Sharing of World Resources. These organizations encourage elected officials, and
citizens, to advocate for social justice.

American Friends played a major role in movements to abolish slavery and for equal rights of women in the
nineteenth and twentieth century. Today, Friends are active in efforts to provide equal access to education,
housing, food, and other basic rights to marginalized people here and all over the wotld. In the US we have
taken a strong role in movements to secure civil rights for sexual minorities, prisoners, and the poor, as well as
efforts to protect our environment and lessen poverty, discrimination, and homelessness.

Showing our spirituality by living our beliefs is a big part of what it is to be Quaker. Whether it’s a fight for
marginalized people or care of your neighbor, work for social justice is important to us. Perhaps taking sides has
no place in Meeting for Worship. Yet, politics can be key to insuring social justice. Without taking sides, sharing
information and working together is something we should do to try to make the world a better place.
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Fifth Query, Education

What is our Meeting's role in the life and support of Friends' education?

If supporting or maintaining a Friends school, have we developed an appropriate relationship of Meeting and
school?

What is our role in the spiritual life of the school and its maintenance of Friends' principles?

What does our Meeting do to support education in the wider community?

What help do we provide for the children and adults in our Meeting to pursue the education they seek, whether
academic, technical, or vocational?

Do we make provision for children in our Meeting to attend a Friends school?
How do 1 show nzy concern for the improvement of public education in my community and in the world?

Am I aware of what Friends schools are doing and of their plans for the future? How do I show encouragement and support?

The Chris Gage Black Gum is Hooded Merganser in the creek
starting to bud

 _________________________________________________________________|
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